PILOT      Alternate Culminating Assessment – End of Course 2014/15      PILOT

Background:  In the spring of 2013, the High School Council (HSC), comprised of teacher, administrator, and counselor representatives from each of the division’s three comprehensive high schools as well as Murray High School and CATEC, discussed the educational philosophy and instructional purpose of final exams.  After facilitating discussions and soliciting feedback from colleagues at each building, the HSC summarized the general consensus regarding final exams as follows:

· A culminating assessment at the end of a course provides students the opportunity to reflect on the content of the curriculum by synthesizing, applying, and analyzing course material.

· All students in classes being piloted will be expected to participate in this culminating event, which will count as their exam grade in the course.

· Students in the classes with teachers who choose to pilot this program during the 2014-2015 school year will be exempt from the exam period during the last week of school.

· The majority of the preparation of the culminating assessment should occur during class periods prior to the last day of the course, and the final evaluation and feedback should take place at the teacher’s discretion once the assessment has been completed.

· Given the Division’s continuing work at CAI Summer Institutes on creating authentic assessments, the Design 2015 emphasis on performance or project-based learning, and the ACPS commitment to Lifelong Learning Standards, teachers should have the flexibility to determine the format of the culminating assessment, appropriate to the course content of their classes as well as the level of their students.  The format could include but is not limited to the following:








· Portfolios
· Projects
· Presentations
· Simulations/Role plays
· Labs
· Problem solving activities
· Socratic seminars
· Performances
· Open forums and debates
· Papers



Proposal:  The HSC proposed that teachers at any of the high schools may pilot the administration of a culminating assessment that meets the above criteria for the end of course evaluation during 
the 2014-15 school year. 

Teachers who would like to participate in the pilot must complete the application on the reverse and submit it to their building principal by the dates below.
	
	_________ For A/B courses ending in June 2015 
· (Syllabus proposal submission by Friday, August 15, 2014)
_________ For 4/4 courses ending in January 2015 
· (Syllabus proposal submission by Friday, August 15, 2014)
_________ For 4/4 courses ending in June 2015 
· (Syllabus proposal submission by Wednesday, January 14, 2015)

Alternate Culminating Assessment Pilot Application - End of Course 2014/15


(Note:  This pilot does not affect mid-term exams, which would be given in the traditional manner and time frame as designated at each school.)

Teacher’s Name _________________________________________________________________________________________

Course ____________________________________________________________________________________________________


1. Please submit a description of the culminating assessment you plan to use, specifying any activities (written components, performance or project-based assessments, etc.) that will be included.






2. [bookmark: _GoBack]The culminating assessment will replace the former final exam, counting 20% of the second semester grade.  Excluding the allotted exam time, please indicate the timeline you plan to use to administer the culminating assessment.






3. Please submit the rubric you plan to use to evaluate the assessment and to provide your students with feedback.






4. Please indicate how, in addition to publishing it on your syllabus, you will communicate your intentions to implement this pilot this year to your students and their parents.





Teacher’s signature _________________________________________________________	Date: ___________________

Dept. Chair’s signature _____________________________________________________	Date: ___________________

Principal’s signature ________________________________________________________	Date: ___________________



